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@eie)Vizi§ A rotreat in colonial C (artagena
is a first for Colombia’s favourite designer

ong the weekend playground of wealthy Bogotanians,
Cartegena has recently caught the imagination of the
outside warlc tc become one of the hottest cities |
Scuth America. The new Teherassi Hotel 2: Spa will only
enhance that image, with its captivating mix of period romance,
conternporary style and medern techrology. Housed in a
beau‘i."ullv restoredl 18th-century colonial mansion in the old
own, the holel was designed by Colombia's most successfill
f.]o licn designer, Silvia Teherassi, who was born just outside
Cartagena and has always felt an affinity with the city, It's
so vicrant and colourful, you can almost smell the ematior
and hzppiness,’ she says. Reinforcing this sernse of place was

3

vitzl to the designer, who oversaw cvf*ry aspect of the hotel,
from the in-raom scent Lo the staff uniforms (inspired by the
traditional Colormbian lolk dance ‘Cumbia), and the vertical
internal garden sprouting with thousands of native o ants:

| love the exuberance of nature,' says Teherassi. The hetel
alse has a spa featuring indigenous ‘reatments and prcducts
by Swain's Germaine de Capuccini, a chic ltzlian restaurant,
Castano. and four swimming pools (cne on the roof serrace for
guests only). Check it out during the fifth annual literary Hay
Festival Cartagena de Indias (°8-31 January}, and keep an
eye oul for future Teherassi opanings. FRANCESCA SY7
00 57 5 664 4445; wwwiicheressihotels.com. Doubles from
US$295. See also www hayfestival com/es
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