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C(OLOMBIAN GEM

Miami designer Silvia Tcherassi opens her first hotel in Cartagena.
BY SUZY BUCELEY

E ]

hen you visit Cartagena, you small and breathe emotion and hap-
pinsss,” says Colombianborn clething designer Silvia Tcherass,
radiant a5 she points out every detail of Teheresi Hotel +5pa, the
sevenToom bowtiqus proparty she and her husband, Mauricio
Espinosa, opened there lastfall. *This city is magical, colorful and
rich in history. Its in the Caribbean, but af the same time hes & very Europzan
touch

Eetween her background in interior design snd well-cultivated fashion sense,
hotelswers anatural progression. For the past 18yzars,
Teherass has zlzctrifizd runways from New Yok to
Paris with her eolorful, bohermisn prétédporter and
enchanting ball and bridal gowrs, which she s2lls at
har sight boutiques thr oughout Colombia, Iexico and
the United States. “Its the perfectbrand extension,”she
says. “T'm still expressing my vision and point of view, tut it design es applisdto
another fisld™

Tcherassi worked with design and restorative architects and an anthropologist
to turnthe 250 year-old building into & sophisticated combination of spaces. She
cornplately modarnizad the mansion with fabulous restorations to the colondal
buildings bones and advanced technologies, AdOQseat Balianrestaurant, Vera, is
opentothe sky onthe fistfloor. Besides atranguil spa, the hotelhas multiple pools
and a roof dack offering 360-degrez vizsws of the city and the sza. " When you first

130 DCEANDRIECON

“My fashion is a reflection
of my personality, and the
hotel is the same.”
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SilviaTcherassiina
spacious suite at her
newr Cartagena hotel

walk insidz, yousze thatit's very light, clzar, modern and gre:n atths same times,”
says Teherass, pointing out the huge vertical garden in the lobby, featuring mors
than 2,000 ush local plants and alargs g old mosaic she boughtin India,

The oversize gugstrooms and suitzshave abright, airyfzel and ars named after
sorne of the fabrics used in Teherassib colle ctions (voile, praude soie, mousseling).
Theyteappointedwith dramatichigh ceilings, private balconies, richwoodfloors,
restorzdwalls thatsparkls with hints of gold dusting, open bathr ooms and corterm-
porary necessitizs. Bathroom amenities bear Silviak fragrance, the do-not-disharb
signs are mads oflxuriousmaterials sand one-of-akind
laca, and the acrylic lamps ars construckedin the same
atelier where she desigrs her clothing lines. The prop-
arty also has an eco-friendly flair: Many of the rooms’
artistic headboards are dasignad withwoven plantain
fibers. "MWy fashion is arefle ction of my personality, and
the hotel is the same,"she says. "You play with the forms, color andspaces. Its alot
likz tne: Somne parts are vary minimal, simpls and daar, yatthere’ alsosomeathing
raditional and avant-gards.”

Today Tcherassi lives betwesn her homes in Eey Biscayne and Barranguilla,
travels oftan to Italys Laks Como to design her fabrics, and visits her pramisrs
hiotel a5 much as possitie. *When I come to Cartegena, [ reconnect to my roots
and mermorizs imome diataly, ' she says, "5 o white canvas surrounds d by touches
of matur & and art: tha parfact placs to inspirs and be inspirad ™ oD
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